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which reached a third edition in the following year.
He accomplished much for the popularisation of
cycling, both by subduing prejudice and by combat-
ing the apprehensions of the profession concerning
its possible dangers, especially in regard to women,
and his services in this direction were recognised
by the Union Velocipedique Francaise, which
awarded him its gold medal.
Of late years Dr. Jennings had devoted himself

to the study of the morphia habit, on which he
published several books, besides a number of
articles in French medical periodicals and in the
columns of THE LANCET. The essentials of the
method of treatment recommended by him consisted
in supporting the heart during the period of
enfeeblement that immediately follows withdrawal
of the drug, and in the neutralisation of the hyper-
acidity by sodium bicarbonate. He also called
attention to the local erythematous patches and
the puffiness of the face that accompany the toxic
effect of antipyrin, which is sometimes associated
with the taking of even very moderate doses. In
1912 he published in French a very interesting
historical and therapeutic essay on the Russo-
Turkish bath, and he was engaged upon further
literary work on the same subject at the time of his
death. During a large part of his residence in
Paris he acted as the Special Correspondent to
THE LANCET.

Dr. Jennings was buried at Hendon Park

Cemetery. He was entitled to sepulture in Pere
La Chaise, but the circumstances of the war

forbade removal of the body to Paris. He leaves a
widow and one daughter.

ROYAL HANTS COUNTY HOSPITAL.-At the last
quarterly meeting of the Court of Governors it was stated
that since the commencement of the war 22 cases of British
wounded had been received, 68 wounded Belgians, and 87
cases of accident or illness from the military camp in the
neighbourhood of Winchester. Fewer applications for
admission had been received from the civil population.
An overdraft of Z3222 3s. 5d. was reported, as compared
with 2792 19s. 10d. at the beginning of the quarter.

CIVIL AND MILITARY SANITATION IN THE
TROPICS.-The first of two Chadwick public lectures was
delivered by Sir Ronald Ross, KC.B., F.R.S., at the London
School of Economics on Dec. 4th, Sir James Crichton-
Browne (Chadwick trustee) being in the chair. The lecturer

pointed out that the relations between administration
and public sanitation had not been completely dis-
cussed. The older theory of government, well enunciated

by David Hume, was that government had no other
object or purpose but the distribution of justice." This
idea had now been abandoned in favour of the view
that government should do everything possible for the

prosperity of its subjects. The lecturer then traced the
history of tropical sanitation. Civilisation had been
excluded from large tropical areas such as tropical Africa,
largely because grave tropical diseases were present which
had not been investigated until recently. The causes and

prevention of many of these maladies were now understood ;
but the question still remained whether public administra-
tion could utilise the preventive measures suggested
by science. Examining the history of this question,
the lecturer pointed out that in the old days medical
and sanitary matters were originally in the hands
of the priestly caste, many of whose religious injunc-
tions were really of a sanitary nature. In the Middle

Ages little attention was given to sanitary matters, and
epidemics often provoked ridiculous attempts at prevention.
The modern history of tropical sanitation began from the
time when the European nations commenced colonisation.
About the middle of last century sanitation in Europe began
to approach its modern growth and naturally affected
tropical sanitation.

Correspondence.

EPSOM COLLEGE.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET,

SiB,&mdash;Will you allow me to call ;the attention of
your readers to the educational and pecuniary
advantages offered by Epsom College to the sons of
medical men. These are briefly described in the
advertisement appearing on the outside page (iv.) of
the present issue of THE LANCET; but I should like
in this letter to emphasise the facts that this year
10 boys out of 13 passed the whole of the first
examination for medical degrees of the University
of London, and that 18 boys out of 23 passed the
matriculation examination of the same University,
six of them gaining a first class.
May I also take this opportunity to remind those

of your readers who are not already subscribers to
the Royal Medical Foundation attached to Epsom
College that this Foundation provides gratuitously
an education of the highest class, together with
maintenance, clothing, and pocket money, for
50 necessitous sons of medical men, and gives
pensions of C30 each to 50 aged members or
widows of members of our profession in reduced
circumstances.

It is necessary to procure a sum of about .f:4500
a year in voluntary contributions to enable the
continuance of these benefits to the medical pro-
fession ; and as the numerous calls in connexion
with the war are causing both the withdrawal and
the curtailment of some annual subscriptions, I
trust that numerous fresh contributors will be
forthcoming to assist and encourage the Council at
a particularly anxious time.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

Nov. 30tb, 1914.
HENRY MORRIS,

Honorary Treasurer.

GAS GANGRENE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The report signed by Sir Anthony Bowlby
and Dr. Sidney Rowlands which you have published
on gas gangrene amongst our troops, in THE LANCET
of Nov. 28th, is of considerable interest. A short
account is given of the bacteriological findings,
clinical aspect of the disease, and what they con-
sider to be the necessary methods to adopt for the
prevention of the spread of infection to others.
Sir Anthony Bowlby and Dr. Rowlands state in this
report that in their opinion the infection is directly
due to wound contamination from the soil. In the
Transactions of the Pathological Society of London
in 1905 Mr. Percy Sargent and I published two cases
of gas gangrene due to the bacillus aerogenes
capsulatus and caused by infection of the wounds
with street mud. We refer to the beneficial action
of hydrogen peroxide on this type of infective
gangrene. Since that paper was published in 1905,
I have seen a large number of cases of gas gangrene
due to the bacillus aerogenes capsulatus, and in
every case the wounds were contaminated with
manured earth or street mud. In several instances
continuous flooding of the tissues with hydrogen
peroxide (20 vols.) through deep incisions has led to
recovery by rapid reduction of the general toxaemia.
and of the local condition.

Sir Anthony Bowlby and Dr. Rowlands draw


